EARLY KONGO-PORTUGUESE RELATIONS :
A N E W INTERPRETATION John Thornton U n i v e r s i t y of Zambia
One of t h e most d u r a b l e myths of t h e h i s t o r y of c e n t r a l A f r i c a i s t h a t of t h e e a r l y s u b v e r s i o n and domination of t h e kingdom of Kongo by t h e P o r t u g u e s e i n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . I t s o r i g i n a l s t a t e m e n t was made by James Duffy i n 1959 and was a m p l i f i e d by B a s i l Davidson two y e a r s l a t e r . ' According t o t h i s argument t h e P o r t u g u e s e had found a well-developed kingdom of Kongo when t h e y reached t h e mouth of t h e Z a i r e River i n 1483, and had e n t e r e d i n t o an a l l i a n c e w i t h t h e r u l e r .
The a l l i a n c e , f i r s t made w i t h k i n g Nzinga a Nkuwu ( b a p t i z e d a s J O "~ I i n 1491) and s t r e n g t h e n e d and c o n t i n u e d w i t h h i s son bfvemba a Nzinga ( b e t t e r known under h i s b a p t i z e d name of Af onso I , 1506-1543) involved a p a r t n e r s h i p i n which P o r t u g u e s e s e t t l e d i n Kongo and provided t e c h n o l o g i c a l and m i l i t a r y a s s i s t a n c e t o Kongo i n exchange f o r t r a d e , m o s t l y i n s l a v e s .
A s a r e s u l t of t h i s exchange Kongo adopted C h r i s t i a n i t y , and f o r a time t h e two k i n g s a d d r e s s e d each o t h e r a s "Brother." But t h e a l l i a n c e , d e s p i t e i t s good b e g i n n i n g , was r a p i d l y u p s e t by t h e g r e e d of t h e P o r t u g u e s e s e t t l e r s , who saw t h e s i t u a t i o n merely a s an opening f o r q u i c k r i c h e s through t h e s l a v e t r a d e .
A s a r e s u l t t h e h i g h e r aims of t h e P o r t u g u e s e c o u r t were s u b v e r t e d --f i r s t because t h e P o r t u g u e s e , w i t h a h i g h e r l e v e l of development, were a b l e t o b e n e f i t from t h e i r p o s i t i o n more t h a n Kongo; s e c o n d l y because Lisbon was unable t o c o n t r o l i t s s e t t l e r s i n Kongo o r S~Õ o m 6 . I n t h e end t h e r e was a massive involvement of P o r t u g u e s e i n Kongolese a f f a i r s and a breakdown of a u t h o r i t y i n Kongo. U l t i m a t e l y t h e P o r t u g u e s e abandoned Kongo t o e s t a b l i s h t h e i r colony i n Angola, l e a v i n g t h e r u i n e d semi-colony i n Kongo t o v e g e t a t e and g r a d u a l l y d e c l i n e i n t o chaos.2 I t was n o t long b e f o r e t h e p r e s e n t a t i o n of Duffy and Davidson met w i t h a t t a c k s , e s p e c i a l l y from A f r i c a n i s t s . W r i t i n g i n 1965 and d e a l i n g w i t h t h e h i s t o r y of Kongo, Jan Vansina p o i n t e d o u t t h a t , f a r from c o l l a p s i n g under P o r t u g u e s e c o n t a c t , Kongo continued more o r l e s s i n t a c t u n t i l w e l l i n t o t h e s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y .
David Birmingham l i k e w i s e p r e s e n t e d a somewhat more balanced p i c t u r e of P o r t u g u e s e a c t i v i t i e s i n HISTORY I N AFRICA, 8(1981) Kongo and Angola, which a g a i n emphasized Kongo's r e s i l i e n c e . I n any c a s e , t h e image of a Kongo d e s t r o y e d i n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y by P o r t u g u e s e i n t e r f e r e n c e was c o n t r a d i c t e d by abundant s e v e n t e e n t h -c e n t u r y documentation showing a s t r o n g , c e n t r a l i z e d , and independent monarchy.
Whatever t h e Portuguese motives might have been, and no m a t t e r how much t h e y had t r i e d t o i n t e rf e r e i n Kongo o r c r e a t e a puppet k i n g , i n t h e long run t h e y had n o t succeeded i n doing s o . D e s p i t e t h e s e e a r l y o b j e c t i o n s t o t h e c o n t r a r y , however, t h e myth of Kongo's d e s t r u c t i o n .
a t t h e hands of t h e Portuguese managed t o l i v e on and i t s t i l l t u r n s up i n t e~t b o o k s .~ I n l a r g e p a r t t h i s s u r v i v a l i s due t o t h e f a c t t h a t t h e A f r i c a n s i d e of t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p h a s been more f u l l y examined than t h e P o r t u g u e s e s i d e . Thus A f r i c a n i s t s such a s Vansina o r Birmingham had d i s c o v e r e d by c a r e f u l u s e of t h e documents t h a t Kongo had n o t been d e s t r o y e d , but they had n o t gone on t o i n v e s t i g a t e t h e r e a l n a t u r e of t h e P o r t u g u e s e o p e r a t i o n s i n Kongo. I n s t e a d , t h e y had more o r l e s s r e l i e d on t h e r e c e i v e d i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of Duffy and Davidson a s i t a p p l i e d t o t h e P o r t u g u e s e , w h i l e c o r r e c t i n g i t w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e r e s u l t s of t h i s a c t i v i t y i n Kongo. A s a r e s u l t t h e r e developed a consensus among A f r i c a n i s t s , a s w e l l a s o t h e r h i s t o r i a n s , t h a t t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p between P o r t u g a l and Kongo was e s s e n t i a l l y a t e n s e and h o s t i l e one, d e s p i t e t h e good beginnings. The P o r t u g u e s e , o u t of ~i s b o n ' s c o n t r o l and anxious t o make f o r t u n e s i n Kongo, worked a g a i n s t Kongolese i n t e r e s t s , l i v e d d i s s o l u t e l i v e s , and engaged i n p o l i t i c a l t r i c k e r y i n t h e new i n t e r p r et a t i o n j u s t a s i n t h e o l d , t h e only d i f f e r e n c e being t h a t t h e
A f r i c a n i s t h i s t o r i a n s saw t h e r e s u l t a s being l e s s d i s a s t r o u s f o r Kongo. L a t e r A f r i c a n i s t h i s t o r i a n s who have followed Birmingham o r Vansina have k e p t up much i n t h e same t r a d i t i o n . For both Georges B a l a n d i e r and W.G.L. Randles, t h e fundamental q u e s t i o n of s i x t e e n t h -c e n t u r y Kongo h i s t o r y was t h e involvement of t h e P o r t u g u e s e i n Kongo and i t s e f f e c t s . B a l a n d i e r saw much of
Kongo h i s t o r y i n terms of a c o l o n i a l s i t u a t i o n , o r a t l e a s t a s e m i -c o l o n i a l one, w h i l e f o r Randles t h e c e n t r a l p o i n t i n t h e h i s t o r i c a l development and p e r i o d i z a t i o n of Kongo h i s t o r y was t h e a r r i v a l of t h e P o r t u g u e s e and t h e " C h r i s t i a n Revolution," d e s p i t e l a s t -m i n u t e d o u b t s expressed i n h i s c o n c l u s i o n . T h i s c o n c e n t r a t i o n on Luso-African r e l a t i o n s d i v e r t e d a t t e n t i o n from i n t e r n a l h i s t o r i c a l p r o c e s s e s going on w i t h i n Kongo which u l t i m a t e l y proved t o be more important f o r t h e p e r i o d i z a t i o n of Kongo's h i s t o r y . The u l t i m a t e r e s u l t h a s been a p i c t u r e of Kongo t h a t i s s t a t i c and r e l i e s h e a v i l y on e x t e r i o r impact t o keep i t s h i s t o r i c a l momentum going
. T h i s o r i e n t a t i o n h a s r e i n f o r c e d a tendency found i n many h i s t o r i a n s of s i x t e e n t hand s e v e n t e e n t h -c e n t u r y Kongo t o p r e s e n t an i d e a l i z e d s t r u c t u r e of Kongo based on documents and ethnography from a v a r i e t y of h i s t o r i c a l p e r i o d s and seemingly locked i n t o one p o s i t i o n f o r a l l time.
While l a t e r h i s t o r i a n s have r e l i e d h e a v i l y on Duffy o r Davidson f o r t h e i r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of Portuguese m o t i v a t i o n s and b e h a v i o r , t h e y have f a i l e d t o s e e t h a t n e i t h e r of t h e s e w r i t e r s gave t h e s i x t e e n t h -c e n t u r y P o r t u g u e s e documentation t h e kind of s y s t e m a t i c r e a d i n g n e c e s s a r y t o document t h e p e r i o d p r o p e r l y . D u f f y ' s remarks on Kongo were r e a l l y o n l y an opening s e c t i o n by way of i n t r o d u c i n g a much more d e t a i l e d s t u d y of P o r t u g a l i n A f r i c a i n t h e n i n e t e e n t h and t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r i e s .
For h i s p a r t Davidson was t r y i n g t o show t h e e v i l e f f e c t s of t h e s l a v e t r a d e i n A f r i c a o r engaging i n a n a l y s i s of l a t e r P o r t u g u e s e c o l o n i a l i s m .
Both w r i t e r s were i n f a c t making p o l e m i c a l p o i n t s concerning P o r t u g a l ' s c o l o n i a l p o l i c y and u s i n g t h e e a r l i e r m a t e r i a l t o s u p p o r t t h e i r c o n c l u s i o n s . Both had t h u s begun from t h e p e r s p e c t i v e of modern A f r i c a and had p r o j e c t e d t h o s e r e l a t i o n s back i n t o e a r l i e r c e n t u r i e s and, w h i l e b o t h had taken c o n s i d e r a b l e t r o u b l e t o u n d e r s t a n d modern P o r t u g a l , n e i t h e r had made t h e same s o r t of s t u d y of P o r t u g a l i n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . l o One r e s u l t of r e l y i n g on t h e works of a u t h o r s such a s Duffy and Davidson h a s been t o i n t r o d u c e a s e r i o u s anachronism i n t o t h e s t u d y of Luso-Kongolese r e l a t i o n s . S i x t e e n t h -c e n t u r y e v e n t s have been i n t e r p r e t e d a s i f t h e y had o c c u r r e d i n t h e immediate p r e -c o l o n i a l days of t h e l a t e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , o r even d u r i n g t h e p o s t -c o l o n i a l e r a of t h e t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y ; t h e f a m i l i a r image of a growing i n d u s t r i a l power from Europe c o n f r o n t i n g p r e -i n d u s t r i a l A f r i c a o r of t h e n e o -c o l o n i a l i s m of post-independence A f r i c a i s evoked.
The image i s a c c u r a t e enough f o r t h e p e r i o d s t o which Davidson o r Duffy p r i m a r i l y a d d r e s s e d themselves i n t h e i r s t u d i e s b u t i t i s n o t a d e q u a t e , we would a r g u e , f o r t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . A number of f a l s e a n a l o g i e s have been r a i s e d and, w h i l e modified by t h e A f r i c a n i s t h i s t o r i a n s , t h e y have n o t been f u l l y overthrown i n subsequent work.
Another problem which remains u n r e s o l v e d i s t h a t of unders t a n d i n g t h e c o n t e x t of t h e documents themselves, which r e q u i r e s a f a i r l y d e t a i l e d knowledge of s i x t e e n t h -c e n t u r y P o r t u g u e s e s o c i e t y . S i n c e t h e l e t t e r s and r e p o r t s wilich form t h e b u l k of t h e primary s o u r c e s were g e n e r a t e d by o r f o r contemporaneous P o r t u g u e s e s o c i e t y u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t s o c i e t y i s e s s e n t i a l t o b e i n g a b l e t o r e a d t h e s e documents s e n s i t i v e l y .
Af r i c a n i s t s have developed f a i r l y good t e c h n i q u e s f o r d e t e c t i n g b i a s and e v a l u a t i n g comments a s they a p p l y t o European d e s c r i p t i o n s of A f r i c a n s o c i e t y , and i t i s from such a c r i t i c a l approach t h a t t h e r e v i s i o n of Kongo's h i s t o r y d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d h a s been made. " But t h e y have g e n e r a l l y n o t concerned themselves w i t h making a s i m i l a r c r i t i c a l r e a d i n g of t h e documents a s t h e y a p p l y t o t h e P o r t u g u e s e . N e i t h e r Duffy n o r Davidson a t t e m p t e d such a n e x e r c i s e i n u s i n g s i x t e e n t h -c e n t u r y documents, but simply quoted from them i n s u p p o r t of t h e i r c o n t e n t i o n s , w h i l e t h e A f r i c a n i s t s have been unduly t r u s t i n g i n a c c e p t i n g such a r e a d i n g f o r t h e b a s i c u n d e r s t a n d i n g of Poztuguese a c t i v i t i e s .
It i s t h e r e f o r e n e c e s s a r y t o u n d e r t a k e t h e work of examining P o r t u g u e s e s o c i e t y i n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y , f i r s t t o s o l v e t h e q u e s t i o n of how t h e i n t e r a c t i o n s of Europe w i t h A f r i c a i n t h i s p e r i o d d i d o r d i d n o t resemble t h o s e of l a t e r p e r i o d s , and t h e n t o s e t t h e p r o p e r c o n t e x t f o r r e a d i n g t h e documents t h e m s e l v e s .
Doing t h i s w i l l g i v e u s a much d i f f e r e n t v e r s i o n of Luso-Kongolese r e l a t i o n s i n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y and, i t i s hoped, w i l l a l s o a l l o w u s t o b e g i n t o b u i l d a c r i t i c a l methodology f o r examining o t h e r documents of t h e e r a a s t h e y p e r t a i n t o s u c h r e l a t i o n s e l s e w h e r e i n A f r i c a .
I1
Many w r i t e r s have t a k e n f o r g r a n t e d t h a t s i x t e e n t h -c e n t u r y P o r t u g a l was more o r l e s s l i k e a modern European c o l o n i a l power and t h a t Kongo was l i k e t h e v a r i o u s A f r i c a n s t a t e s t h a t had e n c o u n t e r e d c o l o n i a l e x p a n s i o n toward t h e end of t h e n i n et e e n t h c e n t u r y . T h i s i s more o r l e s s e x p l i c i t i n t h e formulat i o n s of Duffy and Davidson, and s t i l l q u i t e v i s i b l e i n t h e more s p e c i a l i s t A f r i c a n i s t w r i t i n g s u c h a s t h a t of Randles and B a l a n d i e r . To what d e g r e e was t h i s a c t u a l l y t h e c a s e ?
A c o m p l e t e answer t o t h i s q u e s t i o n would i n v o l v e a comp l i c a t e d c o m p a r a t i v e e x e r c i s e c o n c e r n i n g r e l a t i v e l e v e l s of development and t h e i r s i g n i f i c a n c e .
There can s c a r c e l y be s a i d t o b e any s o r t of c o n s e n s u s among h i s t o r i a n s on t h e i s s u e of r e l a t i v e development, i n any c a s e , o r by what i n d i c e s one might j u d g e s u c h a c o n c e p t . N e v e r t h e l e s s , i t i s c l e a r t h a t "commercial c a p i t a l i s m w --t h e t e r m u s e d t o d e s c r i b e t h e economic b a s e of expanding Europe--was by n o means t h e i n d u s t r i a l c a p i t a l i s m of t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 1 2 I n f a c t I b e l i e v e t h a t P o r t u g u e s e and Kongolese s o c i e t y were much more s i m i l a r t o e a c h o t h e r t h a n many s t u d e n t s of Kongolese h i s t o r y b e l i e v e , a t l e a s t s i m i l a r enough t o a l l o w u s t o abandon t h e i d e a of economic d o m i n a t i o n ( t r a n s l a t e d i n t o p o l i t i c a l domination) o f Kongo by P o r t u g a l i n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y .
The f a c t t h a t P o r t u g a l p o s s e s s e d more developed m a r i n e t e c h n o l o g y , f i r e a r m s , and b u i l d i n g technology--and t h e s e were t h e v e r y t h i n g s t h a t Kongo most wanted from Europe--does n o t n e c e s s a r i l y imply t h a t P o r t u g a l had a d e c i s i v e s t r u c t u r a l a d v a n t a g e o v e r Kongo. l 3 I n more f u n d a m e n t a l ways Kongo and P o r t u g a l were more o r l e s s on t h e same economic l e v e l . Both were m o n a r c h i e s r u l e d by k i n g s and a c l a s s of n o b l e s i n which r e l a t i o n s of k i n s h i p , c l i e n t a g e , and i n f l u e n c e dominated t h e p o l i t i c a l s y s t e m . l 4 Although b o t h had a t t a i n e d a h i g h d e g r e e of p o l i t i c a l c e n t r a l i z a t i o n , l i f e i n r u r a l a r e a s went on i n a way n o t v e r y d i f f e r e n t t h a n i n c e n t u r i e s p a s t . l 5 P r o d u c t i v i t y i n n e i t h e r s o c i e t y was h i g h by modern s t a n d a r d s b u t , t o j u d g e from t h e comments of European v i s i t o r s t o Kongo, Kongo's p r o d u c t i v i t y was e q u a l t o o r h i g h e r t h a n t h a t of most of Europe. T h i s was, of c o u r s e , o n l y r e l a t i v e l y h i g h p r o d u c t i v i t y , s i n c e a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t i o n i n Europe was i t s e l f v e r y low i n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 1 6 Famine and p e s t i l e n c e were a s p r e v a l e n t i n P o r t u g a l a s t h e y were i n Kongo, and such i n d i c a t o r s of h e a l t h a s l i f e e x p e c t a n c y o r i n f a n t m o r t a l i t y , w h i l e d i s m a l by modern s t a n d a r d s f o r b o t h c o u n t r i e s , were s c a r c e l y much d i f f e r e n t from e a c h o c h e r . l 7
Even i n commercial m a t t e r s , where t h e c r u x of most a n a l y s e s of t h e r e l a t i o n s between t h e two c o u n t r i e s i s found, t h e r e was l i t t l e t o d i s t i n g u i s h t h e two.
For example, b o t h p o s s e s s e d g e n e r a l -p u r p o s e monies--gold and s i l v e r i n P o r t u g a l and monetary c l o t h and nzimbu s h e l l s i n Kongo--but n e i t h e r possessed "modern money" i n t h e s e n s e t h a t t h i s term i s g e n e r a l l y used i n economic o r a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l l i t e r a t u r e . l 8 Both a l s o p o s s e s s e d i n t e rn a t i o n a l c u r r e n c i e s , i n t h a t gold and s i l v e r were widely a c c e p t e d throughout t h e world, w h i l e cowrie s h e l l s , which c i r c u l a t e d i n Kongo, had a wide c i r c u l a t i o n i n A f r i c a and Asia a s w e l l . l 9 The two c o u n t r i e s s o l v e d t h e problem of t h e n o n -c o n v e r t a b i l i t y of t h e i r c u r r e n c i e s by e v o l v i n g a r a t h e r complex system of currency exchanges and c r e d i t s . The n a t u r e of t h i s working arrangement can be g l e a n e d from a " l e t t e r of c r e d i t " which Afonso I drew up f o r h i s b r o t h e r Manuel, t r a v e l l i n g t o Rome a s h i s ambassador i n 1540. Afonso asked f o r a g r a n t of 5,000 c r u z a d o s , and i n exchange c r e a t e d a c r e d i t of 150 kofu of nzimbu f o r t h e King of P o r t u g a l i n ~o n~o .~ Other such money m a t t e r s i n t h e m i d -s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y were handled by t h e Kongolese f a c t o r i n t h e c i t y of Lisbon, who f o r some f i f t e e n y e a r s was ~n t 6 n i o V e r e i r a , a n o b l e Kongolese r e s i d e n t t h e r e .
P o r t u g a l ' s commerce b e n e f i t e d m o s t l y from h e r s u p e r i o r t r a n s p o r t technology, which enabled t h e P o r t u g u e s e t o move p r o d u c t s from one market t o a n o t h e r q u i c k l y and c h e a p l y by s h i p . Much of t h e w e s t e r n A f r i c a t r a d e was handled by j u s t such i n t e r -r e g i o n a l exchanges, and i n Kongo d i r e c t s e r v i c e a s s o l d i e r s o r p r i e s t s a l s o e a r n e d t h e P o r t u g u e s e some of t h e i r income. 2 2 The f l o w of g o l d from t h e Gold Coast t o P o r t u g a l was managed i n p a r t by exchanging copper bought i n Kongo f o r s l a v e s i n Benin which were i n t u r n s o l d t o Akan t r a d e r s f o r g o l d . 2
Some of t h e copper from Kongo may have been purchased w i t h cowries o b t a i n e d i n t h e Maldives, and imported t o west and c e n t r a l A f r i c a s i n c e t h e beginning of t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 2 4 I n t h i s way t h e P o r t u g u e s e manipulated t h e money market of t h e s o u t h e r n hemisphere i n much t h e same way a s t h e S p a n i s h manip u l a t e d t h e s i l v e r market of t h e n o r t h e r n hemisphere.
The o u t c r i e s of l a t e r Kongo k i n g s a g a i n s t t h e r e d u c t i o n of t h e i r revenue by t h e f l o o d i n g of t h e c o u n t r y w i t h f o r e i g n monetary s h e l l s resembles i n many ways a s i m i l a r body of l i t e r a t u r e g e n e r a t e d i n s i x t e e n t h -c e n t u r y Europe o v e r t h e i n f l u x of "Spanish S i l v e r . " 2 F i n a l l y , w i t h r e g a r d t o t h e terms of t r a d e , it h a s o f t e n been remarked (and t h i s p o i n t h a s been f u l l y developed by Davidson) t h a t t h e s l a v e t r a d e l e d t o a whole v a r i e t y of i l l s i n Kongo, i n c l u d i n g d e p o p u l a t i o n and t h e undermining of r o y a l p r e s t i g e . 2 T h i s p o i n t must b e p l a c e d i n t h e c o n t e x t of t h e h i s t o r y of t h e kingdom, however. Kongo had l o n g been d e v e l o p i n g through t h e f o r c e d movement of human l a b o r from n e i g h b o r i n g and p e r i p h e r a l a r e a s of t h e kingdom t o t h e c e n t e r and c a p i t a l of Mbanza Kongo, and t h i s p o p u l a t i o n movement was a key f a c t o r i n i t s c e n t r a l i~a t i o n .~~ a t h i s p o p u l a t i o n That p o r t i o n of movement was d i v e r t e d t o t h e P o r t u g u e s e i n exchange f o r goods o r s e r v i c e s was a l o g i c a l a s p e c t of t h e whole development, e s p e c i a l l y s i n c e i t was o f t e n P o r t u g u e s e s o l d i e r s who a s s i s t e d i n a c q u i r i n g t h e manpower i n t h e f i r s t p l a c e .
However, i t must b e n o t e d t h a t once Kongo had developed f u l l y toward t h e end of t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y , i t was no l o n g e r a c e n t e r of t h e s l a v e t r a d e , and s e v e n t e e n t h -c e n t u r y s o u r c e s s t r e s s t h a t s l a v e s were r a r e l y o b t a i n e d i n ~o n~o . I n t h i s r e s p e c t Kongo resembled 2 9
Benin, which had a l s o a c q u i r e d s l a v e s and s o l d them t o t h e P o r t u g u e s e i n exchange f o r m i l i t a r y a s s i s t a n c e d u r i n g t h e i r wars of expansion, but had a l s o dropped o u t of t h e s l a v e t r a d e by t h e e a r l y s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 3 0 Like Benin, t o o , Kongo made most of h e r exchange w i t h t h e P o r t u g u e s e i n c l o t h , which t h e P o r t u g u e s e re-exported t o o t h e r p a r t s of A f r i c a i n o r d e r t o a c q u i r e s l a v e s . Kongo t h u s had complete p o l i t i c a l c o n t r o l o v e r i t s own development, and t r a d e c o n s i d e r a t i o n s were always secondary t o t h e main l o g i c of t h i s development, which was d i c t a t e d by i n t e r n a l needs and n o t by e x t e r n a l p r e s s u r e s from t r a d i n g p a r t n e r s .
I n s h o r t , we can s e e t h a t , w h i l e P o r t u g a l had some advantages i n n a v i g a t i o n a l t e c h n i q u e s , t h e s e must n o t be i n t e r p r e t e d a s b e i n g a fundamental, s t r u c t u r a l advantage such a s t h e I n d u s t r i a l Revolution was t o a f f o r d European c o u n t r i e s i n t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . I n most r e s p e c t s Kongo and P o r t u g a l were of t h e same world, and t h e s e s i m i l a r
i t i e s i n b a s i c economic and s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e s can go a long way t o e x p l a i n why Kongo found i t e a s y t o adopt s o many P o r t u g u e s e p r a c t i c e s ( e s p e c i a l l y r e l i g i o n and l i t e r a c y ) . I t can a l s o e x p l a i n why each s o c i e t y was f a i r l y open t o p e n e t r a t i o n by t h e o t h e r , and why members of one s o c i e t y could o p e r a t e i n t h e o t h e r w i t h a s e n s e of f a m i l i a r i t y .
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Once we have e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t Kongo and P o r t u g a l were n o t a c t u a l l y r e l a t i n g t o one o t h e r i n t h e f a m i l i a r terms of t h e immediate p r e -c o l o n i a l e r a of t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , we can t u r n t o a more d e t a i l e d a n a l y s i s of t h e primary s o u r c e s g e n e r a t e d by t h e d i f f e r e n t p e r i o d s . We a r e t h e n l e s s l i k e l y t o s e e t w e n t i e t h -c e n t u r y r e l a t i o n s r e f l e c t e d "between t h e l i n e s " of t h e l e t t e r s and documents of t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y .
T h i s i s i m p o r t a n t t o e s t a b l i s h , because i t i s p o s s i b l e t o read t h e s e l e t t e r s i n j u s t such a way i f they a r e taken o u t of t h e i r s i x t e e n t h -c e n t u r y c o n t e x t . T h i s i s why s o many modern h i s t o r i a n s have seen e v i d e n c e of P o r t u g u e s e s u b v e r s i o n and domination i n Kongo i n t h e l e t t e r s of complaint from Kongolese k i n g s ( e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e of Afonso I ) , d e n u n c i a t i o n s of t h e l i v e s and p r a c t i c e s of t h e r e s i d e n t Portuguese community, and o t h e r a c c o u n t s of P o r t u g u e s e involvement i n Kongolese p o l i t i c s .
Reading a body of documentary evidence r e q u i r e s unders t a n d i n g why i t e x i s t s , e s p e c i a l l y i f t h e evidence i n q u e s t i o n i s n o t c o n s c i o u s l y i n t e n d e d t o be h i s t o r y --t h a t i s , when i t c o n s i s t s of l e t t e r s , r e p o r t s , and o t h e r o f f i c i a l documentation r a t h e r t h a n c h r o n i c l e s o r n a r r a t i v e s .
Chronicle s o u r c e s do i l l u m i n a t e p e r i o d s p r i o r t o about 1520, b u t f o r l a t e r p e r i o d s and e s p e c i a l l y f o r t h e c r u c i a l a s p e c t s of Luso-Kongolese r e l a t i o n s it i s l e t t e r s and r e p o r t s t h a t form t h e b u l k of t h e evidence."
These were g e n e r a t e d by t h e requirements and s o c i a l dynamics of l a t e f i f t e e n t h -and e a r l y s i x t e e n t h -c e n t u r y
P o r t u g u e s e s o c i e t y , e s p e c i a l l y i n t h e o v e r s e a s a r e a , and it i s e s s e n t i a l t o have a t l e a s t a rudimentary knowledge of t h e s o c i a l n a t u r e of t h i s p e r i o d t o r e a d t h e documents c o r r e c t l y .
Marian Malowist h a s demonstrated t h a t , w h i l e a l l c l a s s e s i n P o r t u g a l p a r t i c i p a t e d i n t h e expansion, i t was t h e n o b i l i t y t h a t l e d i t and from e a r l y t i m e s dominated i t . Expansion was n o t undertaken by a f r e e -b o o t i n g group of "merchants" o r " b o u r g e o i s i e , " b u t was a t i g h t l y -c o n t r o l l e d movement under t h e l e a d e r s h i p of t h e h i g h e s t s o c i a l groups i n P o r t u g a l . New d i s c o v e r i e s o r l a n d s were normally g r a n t e d by t h e crown f i r s t t o t h e d i s c o v e r e r o r some o t h e r n o t a b l e of m i d d l i n g r a n k . L a t e r i t might r e v e r t t o a h i g h n o b l e a s a f e u d a l t e n u r e , b u t u l t i m a t e l y it would end up under d i r e c t c o n t r o l by t h e crown. 3 4
Taking ~" ã o m 6a s an example, we can s e e how t h i s p a t t e r n developed. The l a n d was f i r s t given t o Alvaro d a Caminha w i t h o r d e r s t o s e t t l e i t and make i t a paying colony. On h i s d e a t h i n 1499, however, i t was t h e n g r a n t e d t o ~e r n i i o d e Melo, a member of t h e r o y a l household r a t h e r than t o da Caminha's h e i r s .
Although t h e g r a n t
t o Melo was supposed t o be p e r p e t u a l a s w e l l , t h e crown decided i n 1522 t o remove i t from h i s c o n t r o l and p l a c e it d i r e c t l y under r o y a l authority--and from t h a t time i t was governed by a c a p t a i n s e n t on s h o r t term from P o r t u g a l a s t h e k i n g ' s r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 3 6 Thus l o w e r -s t a t u s p e o p l e had undertaken t h e r i s k y and d i f f i c u l t t a s k s of e a r l y s e t t l e m e n t , o n l y t o l o s e o u t t o t h o s e of h i g h e r s t a t u s once
t h e y had succeeded i n t h e i r t a s k , and f i n a l l y when a p a r t i c u l a r p l a c e was f u l l y developed, t h e crown s t e p p e d i n and assumed f u l l c o n t r o l .
J u s t a s t h e s o c i a l s t a t u s of t h e l e a d e r of t h e P o r t u g u e s e community i n o v e r s e a s s e t t l e m e n t s changed, s o d i d t h e p o s i t i o n s of t h e r a n k -a n d -f i l e community of s e t t l e r s and r e s i d e n t s . I n a c o u n t r y s t i l l imbued w i t h f e u d a l i d e a s , p e o p l e were n o r m a l l y t i e d by blood o r s e r v i c e t o a h i g h e r s t a t u s p a t r o n . The p a t r o n s u p p l i e d p o s i t i o n s and income t o h i s c l i e n t s --h i s " c r e a t u r e s " ("criados" i n Portuguese)--and t h e y i n t u r n d i d h i s work and watched o u t f o r h i s i n t e r e s t s . The two were t h u s c l o s e l y bound up w i t h each o t h e r and t h e f a l l o r t r a n s f e r of a p a t r o n o f t e n meant h a r d t i m e s f o r h i s c l i e n t s a s w e l l . I n t h i s way a change i n t h e s t a t u s of t h e l e a d e r of a P o r t u g u e s e o v e r s e a s community o f t e n meant r a d i c a l changes i n t h e l i v e s of t h e c l i e n t s . Suddenly t h e y were r u l e d by a new p e r s o n , who normally had h i s own c l i e n t s , who i n t u r n would s h o u l d e r t h e c l i e n t s of t h e p r e v i o u s p a t r o n o u t . Often t h e two groups would s t r u g g l e , o c c a s i o n a l l y v i o l e n t l y , o v e r t h e p o s i t i o n s , l a n d s , o r t i t l e s i n q u e s t i o n , w i t h t h e normal r e s u l t b e i n g v i c t o r y f o r t h e new p a t r o n , who a f t e r a l l had r o y a l backing.
Obviously p a i n e d p r o t e s t a t i o n s t o t h e crown i n w r i t i n g was one of t h e f e a t u r e s of t h i s s t r u g g l e , and such t y p e s of l i t e r a t u r e form one p a r t of t h e documentation of t h e e r a l e f t t o u s . 3 7 Another p a r t of t h e l i t e r a t u r e , growing o u
t of t h e o t h e r s i d e of t h e s t r u g g l e , i s t h e s l i g h t l y sanctimonious r e p o r t of t h e new p a t r o n , announci n g h i s a c t i o n s t o p u t t h e g r a n t i n o r d e r , and denouncing t h e l o c a l r e s i d e n t s whose l i v e s h e i s i n t h e p r o c e s s of d i s r u p t i n g . 3 8
Accounts of s t r u g g l e s between new p a t r o n s and o l d c l i e n t s d o n o t e x h a u s t t h e documentation of t h e e r a , however, f o r t h e r e were a l s o s i m i l a r s t r u g g l e s between more o r l e s s e q u a l p a t r o n s i n c o m p e t i t i o n f o r a p a r t i c u l a r a r e a . For example, t h e c l e r i c a l e s t a b l i s h m e n t , l e d by t h e b i s h o p i f t h e a r e a had a n e p i s c o p a l s e e , might c o n t e s t w i t h t h e g o v e r n o r o r c a p t a i n and t h e s e c u l a r e s t a b l i s h m e n t . 3 9 At t h e same t i m e , lower l e v e l s of t h e c l e r g y o r s e p a r a t e r e l i g i o u s o r d e r s might c o n t e s t w i t h e a c h o t h e r and w i t h t h e b i s h o p . 4 0 L i k e w i s e , o t h e r r o y a l o f f i c i a l s --j u d g e s f o r example--might have powers and j u r i s d i ct i o n s o v e r l a p p i n g w i t h t h o s e of t h e c a p t a i n o r g o v e r n o r . F i n a l l y , r e g i o n s t h a t had many common grounds of i n t e r e s t might b e p l a c e d u n d e r s e p a r a t e l e a d e r s , e a c h w i t h m o n o p o l i s t i c powers t h a t would a l l o w them t o c o n t r o l and e x c l u d e t h e o t h e r l e a d e r s . T h i s s i t u a t i o n n a t u r a l l y l e d t o f r e q u e n t v i o l a t i o n s of monopoly, s u c h a s t h o s e r e p o r t e d by ~n t 6 n i o C a r n e i r o , c a p t a i n of ~r i n c i p e a g a i n s t t h e c l i e n t s of ~e r n a od e Melo, who had v i o l a t e d h i s monopoly on t h e t r a d e of t h e " F i v e R i v e r s of Guinea" (Benin and t h e N i g e r D e l t a ) . 4 2 Each of t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s i n a l l t h e s e complex s t r u g g l e s might w r i t e t o t h e crown, making r e p o r t s o r d e n u n c i a t i o n s of t h e i r e n e m i e s , and c r e a t
i n g a d i s t i n c t i v e body of d o c u m e n t a t i o n which i s l e f t f o r t h e h i s t o r i a n of t o d a y t o decode. Reading t h e c o r p u s of s u c h l e t t e r s and r e p o r t s from any r e g i o n i n t h e P o r t u g u e s e e m p i r e r a t h e r q u i c k l y g i v e s t h e i m p r e s s i o n of g r o s s c o r r u p t i o n on t h e p a r t of t h e r o y a l o f f i c i a l s
, a n i m p r e s s i o n g a i n e d from r e a d i n g t h e d e n u n c i a t i o n s of d i s p l a c e d p a t r o n s , competing g r a n t e e s , o r r o y a l j u d g e s .
S i m i l a r l y one g e t s t h e i m p r e s s i o n of f l a g r a n t i n s u b o r d i n a t i o n on t h e p a r t of t h e s u b j e c t s ( a p r o d u c t of r e a d i n g c a p t a i n s ' and g o v e r n o r s ' o f f i c i a l r e p o r t s ) and of a v e n a l and w o r l d l y c l e r g y (from t h e r e p o r t
s of b i s h o p s and o t h e r r e l i g i o u s o r d e r s ) o p p r e s s e d by high-handed b i s h o p s ( c r e a t e d by t h e c o m p l a i n t s of lower c l e r g y ) .
To some e x t e n t t h e p i c t u r e i s p r o b a b l y t r u e --t h e s i x t e e n t hc e n t u r y was i n d e e d f u l l of c o r r u p t i o n --b u t one must b e wary of e x a g g e r a t i n g b o t h i t s e x t e n t and s i g n i f i c a n c e . On t h e one hand, most of t h e documentation was w r i t t e n by i n t e r e s t e d and p r e j u
d i c e d p a r t i e s and was s u b j e c t t o e x a g g e r a t i o n and d i s t o rt i o n . On t h e o t h e r hand, i t i s c l e a r from t h e l i s t s of c o m p l a i n t s i n q u e s t i o n and t h e judgments made--when judgments were made a t a l l --t h a t a g r e a t d e a l of what would be c o n s i d e r e d c o r r u p t t o d a y was c o n s i d e r e d p e r S e c t l y l i c i t i n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y .
A good example i s t h e i n q u i r y i n t o c h a r g e s made a g a i n s t t h e Bishop of Sao ~o m 6 , Manuel C~O , i n 1571, i n which a wide v a r i e t y of t r a d i n g o p e r a t i o n s ( u s i n g t h e t r a v e l i n g v i c a r s a s a g e n t s ) were o b v i o u s l y c o n s i d e r e d normal.
The f a c t t h a t s o much of t h e c o m p l a i n t l i t e r a t u r e was r e s o l u t e l y i g n o r e d by t h e crown i n d i c a t e s how s e r i o u s l y i t was r e g a r d e d by t h e r o y a l a u t h o r i t i e s .
Afonso I of Kongo, whose l e t t e r s form t h e backbone of much of o u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of P o r t u g u e s e b e h a v i o r i n c e n t r a l A f r i c a a t t h i s t i m e , w r o t e v e r y much a s would any h i g h -r a n k i n g o f f i c i a l who had r e c e i v e d a h e r e d i t a r y f i e f w i t h monopolies.
I n d e e d , t h e agreement between Kongo and P o r t u g a l which gave Afonso a monopoly of a l l t r a d e o u t of h i s s e c t i o n of t h e A f r i c a n
Kongolese p e n e t r a t i o n of P o r t u g u e s e s o c i e t y and mastery of t h e s k i l l s r e q u i r e d by a high-born p a r t i c i p a n t s t a r t e d w i t h t h e a r r i v a l of Kongolese s t u d e n t s i n Lisbon f o r e d u c a t i o n i n 1493, even b e f o r e Afonso's a s c e n t t o t h e t h r o n e . 4 6 Here t h e y saw f i r s t -h a n d much of P o r t u g a l and P o r t u g u e s e upper c l a s s s o c i e t y which t h e y , a s C h r i s t i a n n o b l e s ( i n t h e e y e s of t h e i r h o s t s ) , were e n t i t l e d t o j o i n . T h i s i s evidenced i n t h e g i f t s of c l o t h i n g and o t h e r b e n e f i t s g i v e n them, s i n c e such d o n a t i o n s were a fundamental element of C h r i s t i a n n o b l e h o s p i t a l i t y i n t h e l a t e f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 4 7 Many more s t u d e n t s f o l l o w e d , and many of them r e t u r n e d t o Kongo, s o t h a t t h e Kongolese government was d o u b t l e s s thoroughly up-to-date, n o t o n l y on P o r t u g u e s e s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e , b u t a l s o on e v e n t s of t h e d a y
o b l e blood, e v e n t u a l l y m a r r i e d i n t o t h e r o y a l household of P o r t u g a l , an a c c e p t e d r i g h t f o r a man of h i s s t a t u s and p o s i t i o n . 4 g I n a d d i t i o n t o t h e i r p r e s e n c e i n P o r t u g a l , Kongolese were a l s o p r e s e n t i n Sao TO&. D e s c r i b i n g t h e i s l a n d i n about 1550, a P o r t u g u e s e p i l o t n o t e d t h a t t h e r e were numerous b l a c k p l a n t e r s t h e r e who were r i c h and whose d a u g h t e r s o f t e n wed P o r t u g u e s e r e s i d e n t s .
Some may have been d e s c e n d a n t s of f r e e d s l a v e s , b u t some must a l s o have been Kongolese n o b l e s who had s e t t l e d t h e r e . A man who might have made such c o n n e c t i o n s a s a Kongolese s t u d e n t i n Lisbon s i g n e d a p e t i t i o n on b e h a l f of t h e c l i e n t s of Alvaro da Caminha's h e i r s i n 1 4 9 9 .~' That same y e a r d a c a m i n h a ' s w i l l p r o v i d e d f o r a s l a v e t o be l e f t on S~O Tom6 f o r "Dom P e d r o d e ~a n i c o n~o . "~* Afonso I had s u f f i c i e n t i n t e r e s t s i n S~O Tom6 t o have h i s own s h i p p i n g t o t h e i s l a n d , managed i n 1526 by two Kongolese n o b l e s , LUIS Eanes and P e r o F e r n a n d e s , who were a l s o members of t h e r o y a l household. 5 
h e i s l a n d a s a g r a n t from t h e k i n g of P o r t u g a l . 5 6 He was aware t h a t non-Portuguese had i n f a c t been g r a n t e d i s l a n d s and p o s i t i o n s i n P o r t u g u e s e p o s s e s s i o n s i n t h e Azores and Madeira, s o t h a t t h e g r a n t n e e d n o t v i o l a t e P o r t u g u e s e p r e c e d e n t t o o much--although i t must b e n o t e d t h a n n o n e of t h e s e e a r l y non-Portuguese g r a n t e e s were s o v e r e i g n s of f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s , and t h e g r a n t s were made i n t h e f u l l u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t t h e y b e l o y a l o n l y t o t h e P o r t u g u e s e crown. 5 7 I n any c a s e , t h e r e q u e s t was a s e r i o u s one, and n o t t o t a l l y n a i v e , a s Davidson seems t o assumez5' U n d e r s t a n d
i n g P o r t u g u e s e s o c i e t y on t h e p a r t of Kongolese monarchs was h e l p e d by t h e s i m i l a r i t i e s i n s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e , which made i t e a s y f o r Kongolese t o a s s i m i l a t e many of t h e s u p e r f i c i a l a s p e c t s o f P o r t u g u e s e c u l t u r e . We have a l r e a d y n o t e d t h e s i m i l a r i t i e s i n b a s i c economy and s o c i e t y , and t o t h i s we c a n add s i m i l a r n o t i o n s of s o v e r e i g n t y , b o r n of s i m i l a r p o l i t i c a l p a t t e r n s . F o r example, Afonso s t y l e d h i m s e l f a s "King of Kongo and Lord of t h e Ambundos" and t h i s c o n t r a s t of King and Lord c o n t i n u e d i n t h e r o y a l t i t l e s of Kongolese r u l e r s i n t h e i r o f f i c i a l c o r r e s p o n d e n c e . 5 9 The d o u b l e t of King-Lord c o r r e s p o n d e d i n t u r n t o a n e q u i v a l e n t d o u b l e t i n t h e King of P o r t u g a l ' s t i t l e s , i n which h e u s e d t h e same form t o c o n t r a s t a r e a s o v e r which h e c l a i m e d d i r e c t s o v e r e i g n t y w i t h t h o s e o v e r which h e e x e r c i s e d some power o r p e r h a p s a t r a d e monopoly, b u t n o t s o v e r e i g n t y , s u c h a s t h e "Commerce and Conquest of ~u i n e a . "~' An a n a l y s i s of t h e r e g i o n s i n c l u d e d i n Afonso's a r e a of L o r d s h i p i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e c o n c e p t a p p l i e d t o t h e P o r t u g u e s e t i t l e s was u s e f u l i n h i s t i t l e s a s w e l l . Some r e g i o n s s u c h a s Kisama, t h e Suku, o r Ndongo were f a i r l y remote and contemporary documents show o n l y a v e r y l i g h t Kongolese p r e s e n c e which was o f t e n h o t l y c o n t e s t e d . These r e g i o n s might o r might n o t have been i n c l u d e d i n d e s c r i p t i o n s of Kongo's b o r d e r s , s u c h a s t h a t of D u a r t e Lopes, b u t t h e d o u b l e t t i t l e shows t h a t t h e Kongo r u l e r e x e r c i s e d a v e r y d i f f e r e n t and weaker s o r t of c l a i m t o t h o s e r e g i o n s . 6 1 Although h e might term t h e i n h a b i t a n t s " v a s s a l s , " t h e y were n e v e r c o n s i d e r e d a r e a l p a r t of t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c e n t e r of Kongo.
T h i s p o i n t i s r e l e v a n t f o r i t sheds l i g h t on one of t h e most i m p o r t a n t documents d e a l i n g w i t h t h e P o r t u g u e s e p r e s e n c e i n Kongo. T h i s i s t h e l e t t e r s e r i e s of 1526 i n which Afonso c l a i m s , among o t h e r t h i n g s , t h a t t h e P o r t u g u e s e k i n g ' s v a s s a l s had made h i s v a s s a l s r i c h e r than he and caused them t o b e less o b e d i e n t , t o t h e p o i n t t h a t t h e y had t a k e n t o s e i z i n g Kongolese a s slaves--even i n c l u d i n g n o b l e s and members of t h e r o y a l household. 6 2 T h i s one s t r a n d
of e v i d e n c e h a s been t a k e n a s proof t h a t t h e P o r t u g u e s e merchants i n Kongo connived w i t h t h e n o b i l i t y of t h e p r o v i n c e s t o u p s e t t h e a u t h o r i t y and c e n t r a l i z at i o n of Kongo, which l e d t o d e c e n t r a l i z i n g t e n d e n c i e s which e v e n t u a l l y b r o k e o u t i n d i s a s t r o u s c i v i l wars a f t e r 1665. However, t h e key i s s u e i s t h e u s e of t h e word " v a s s a l s , " which, w h i l e i t might correspond w i t h d i r e c t s u b j e c t s such a s t h e Kongolese n o b i l i t y i n P o r t u g u e s e u s a g e of t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y could a l s o mean t h o s e n o b l e s l i v i n g i n and r u l i n g t h e s t a t e s of t h e a r e a of s i m p l e Kongolese " l o r d s h i p . " The l a t t e r i s r e n d e r e d more l i k e l y by t h e f a c t t h a t d e s c r i p t i o n s of Kongo from a somewhat l a t e r p e r i o d made no mention of a d i s l o y a l p r o v i n c i a l n o b i l i t y ; i n f a c t a d e t a i l e d a n a l y s i s of t h e l a t e s i x t e e n t h -and e a r l y s e v e n t e e n t h -c e n t u r y Kongo shows a vezy l o y a l p r o v i n c i a l n o b i l i t y , w i t h t h e P o r t u g u e s e p r e s e n c e i n Kongo b e a r i n g v e r y l i t t l e r e l a t i n s h i p t o t h e breakup of t h e kingdom w e l l over a c e n t u r y a f t e r Afonso wrote. 6 4 More probably t h e v a s s a l s i n q u e s t i o n l i v e d i n t h e growing kingdom of Ndongo, where P o r t u g u e s e had come t o s e t t l e , and where Afonso had complained of t h e i r v i o l a t i o n of h i s monopoly r i g h t s o v e r t h e t r a d e of t h e a r e a --r i g h t s which he claimed under h i s t i t l e of l o r d s h i p . Ndongo had been a r i s i n g power s i n c e i t s f o r m a t i o n i n t h e middle of t h e f i f t e e n t h c e n t u r y , some f i f t y y e a r s a f t e r Kongo's r i s e began b u t b e f o r e t h e P o r t u g u e s e a r r i v e d . I t s r u l i n g house claimed t o have o r i g i n a t e d i n Kongo. T h i s probably r e f l e c t e d m a t t e r s of p r e s t i g e r a t h e r t h a n any a c t u a l r e l a t i o n s h i p , b u t a t l e a s t one document does s u g g e s t t h a t i t had been s u f f i c i e n t l y humbled t o pay a nominal t r i b u t e t o Kongo.
C e r t a i n l y s i n c e t h e r e i g n of ngoza ( k i n g ) K i l u a n j i k i a Ndambi who had conquered.
much of t h e land between Ndongo's o r i g i n a l c e n t e r i n t h e Luanda p l a t e a u n e a r t h e Lukala and t h e c o a s t , e a r l y i n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y Ndongo had become an independent f o r c e . But t h i s power had been born w i t h o u t P o r t u g u e s e a i d , f o r i t was t h i s same Ngola who f i r s t met t h e P o r t u g u e s e and i n 1520 asked f o r p r i e s t s t o come t o h i s l a n d . 6 9 P o r t u g u e s e from S~Õ o m 6had a s s i s t e d t h e Ndongo r u l e r s i n t h e i r w a r s , i n c l u d i n g p e r h a p s , wars a g a i n s t Kongo i n which t h e n o b l e s and members of t h e r o y a l household t o which Afonso r e f e r r e d i n 1526 were c a p t u r e d . ' O
But P o r t u g u e s e merchants d i d n o t c r e a t e Ndongo's a b i l i t y t o r e s i s t Kongo, n o r d i d they p l a n t t h e i d e a of r e v o l t , and Afonso's complaint was n o t r e a l l y t h a t they d i d , b u t o n l y t h a t t h e y had v i o l a t e d h i s c l a i m t o l o r d s h i p o v e r t h e a r e a . I n t h i s r e s p e c t , A f o n s o ' s l e t t e r s t o P o r t u g a l must be t a k e n i n t h e same l i g h t a s P o r t u g a l ' s c o m p l a i n t s a b o u t E n g l i s h and French " i n t e rl o p e r s " on t h e Gold Coast i n t h e l a t e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 7 1 To i n t e r p r e t i t a s a s i g n of i n c i p i e n t " d e s a t e l l i z a t i o n " of Kongo p r o v i n c e s i s t o f a i l t o s e e i t i n i t s p r o p e r c o n t e x t .
A more f u n d a m e n t a l s i m i l a r i t y i n p o l i t i c a l s t r u c t u r e between Kongo and P o r t u g a l t h a n j u s t n o t i o n s of s o v e r e i g n t y were t h o s e of n o b i l i t y and s e r v i c e i n t h e p a t r o n -c l i e n t r e l a t i o n s h i p .
For example, i n Kongo b l o o d and m a r r i a g e t i e s were i m p o r t a n t i n d e t e r m i n i n g s t a t u s , and k i n s h i p u n i t s f orrned i m p o r t a n t p o l i t i c a l faction^.^' A l o n g s i d e t h i s concept of n o b i l i t y was one of s e r v i c e , and Kongo had p a t r o n -c l i e n t r e l a t i o n s s i m i l i a r t o t h o s e of P o r t u g a l .
T
h i s i s made c l e a r i n a j u d i c i a l i n q u i r y made a t t h e o r d e r of King Diogo I i n 1550 i n t o a p l o t h a t c h e d a g a i n s t him some y e a r s e a r l i e r . Here we f i n d one of t h e p l o t t e r s , P e d r o Nkanga a Muika s e n d i n g messages t h r o u g h a t r u s t e d c l i e n t , w h i l e h e p r o m i s e s o t h e r c l i e n t s and r e l a t i v e s p o s i t i o n s i n t h e government when h e s u c c e e d s . I t i s q u i t e c l e a r t h a t h e g r e a t l y f e a r e d ~i o g o ' s group of r e l a t i v e s and c l i e n t s , who were g e t t i n g a l l t h e p o s i t i o n s i n Kongo a t t h e e x p e n s e of P e d r o ' s k i n , who c o l l e ct i v e l y b o r e t h e name of K i b a l a . 7 3 Although Kongo p o s s e s s e d a h e r e d i t a r y l a n d e d n o b i l i t y ( a s d i d P o r t u g a l ) t h e y were l o y a l , and t h e b u l k of t h e l a n d e d p o s i t i o n s and c o u r t t i t l e s were i n t h e hands of t h e k i n g ' s f a m i l y and c l i e n t s . 7 4 I n s h o r t Kongo had a s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l environment t h a t would b e v e r y f a m i l i a r t o a P o r t u g u e s e a r r i v i n g t h e r e i n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y , and o b v i o u s l y t h i s i n t u r n h e l p e d t h e Kongolese who p a r t i c i p a t e d i n P o r t u g a l ' s s o c i e t y .
The f u n d a m e n t a l s i m i l a r i t i e s go a l o n g way t o e x p l a i n t h e b a s i s of P o r t u g u e s e s o c i e t y i n Kongo, and t h e y can i l l u m i n a t e t h e c o r r e s p o n d e n c e and r e p o r t s c o n c e r n i n g t h e P o r t u g u e s e t h e r e . T h i s l i t e r a t u r e of c o m p l a i n t and r e p o r t i s somewhat d i f f e r e n t from t h a t g e n e r a t e d i n a P o r t u g u e s e c o l o n y l i k e S~Õom;, where t h e crown was always b a s j -c a l l y i n c o n t r o l , f o r i n Kongo a r u l e r c o m p l e t e l y i n d e p e n d e n t of P o r t u g a l o p e r a t e d h i s own p a t r o n a g e c h a i n s e p a r a t e from t h a t coming from P o r t u g a l and under i t s k i n g . Kongo's p a t r o n a g e n e t i n c l u d e d P o r t u g u e s e who e n t e r e d Kongo's s e r v i c e a s c l i e n t s of t h e k i n g , which p a r a l l e l e d one l e d by r o y a l o f f i c e r s s e n t from P o r t u g a l t o o v e r s e e t h e b e h a v i o r of t h e P o r t u g u e s e community i n Kongo. T h i s new c o n f l i c t i n g j u r i s d i c t i o n , l i k e t h o s e i n o t h e r p a r t s of t h e P o r t u g u e s e e m p i r e i n v o l v i n g s e c u l a r and c l e r i c a l a u t h o r i t i e s o r d i f f e r e n t g r a n t h o l d e r s , c r e a t e d a new and d i f f e r e n t c y c l e of c o r r e s p o n d e n c e , one made more i n t e r e s t i n g by t h e f a c t t h a t t h e Kongo k i n g h i m s e l f p a r t i c i p a t e d i n i t .
I n t h e o r y t h e P o r t u g u e s e community i n Kongo was under t h e s u p e r v i s i o n of a h i g h -r a n k i n g o f f i c i a l a p p o i n t e d by t h e crown. I n e a r l y y e a r s t h i s was t h e l e a d e r of t h e v a r i o u s p o l i t i c a lm i l i t a r y -r e l i g i o u s e x p e d i t i o n s s e n t i n 1491, 1509, and 1512. 7 5 L a t e r a capit20 mor was p l a c e d i n c h a r g e on t h e u s u a l s h o r tterm a p p o i n t m e n t from P~r t u g a l .~~ The c l e r i c a l community was nominally under t h e charge of a p r i e s t s e n t w i t h them, b u t o t h e r s came a s v i c a r s of p r i e s t s s t a t i o n e d on S~Oom;.'^ A f t e r t h e appointment of a b i s h o p of S~O Torn6 i n 1534, t h e c l e r i c a l community i n Kongo nominally f e l l under h i s c o n t r o l . 7 B As i n S~Oom;, o t h e r o f f i c i a l s and messengers o c c a s i o n a l l y came from P o r t u g a l and they might have o v e r l a p p i n g f u n c t i o n s w i t h p e o p l e a l r e a d y i n p l a c e o r , a s was t h e c a s e of t h e J e s u i t s , t h e y would c o n f l i c t w i t h t h e s e c u l a r c l e r g y and t h e b i s h o p . '' Kongo's k i n g s g e n e r a l l y r e s p e c t e d i n p r i n c i p l e a l l t h e s e v a r i o u s P o r t u g u e s e o f f i c i a l s ' c l a i m s and p o s i t i o n s , b u t o f t e n t h e y became involved i n t h e s t r u g g l e s of t h e i r own P o r t u g u e s e c l i e n t s w i t h r o y a l a p p o i n t e e s .
I n a p l a c e l i k e S~Õ o m 6 t h e h i e r a r c h y of s t a t u s was f a i r l y c l e a r , even i f j u r i s d i c t i o n s were n o t , b u t i n Kongo t h i s h i e r a r c h y was u p s e t because P o r t u g u e s e of f a i r l y low b i r t h might r i s e t o become i m p o r t a n t n o b l e s i n Kongo, even t o t h e e x t e n t of becoming members of t h e k i n g ' s household, t h e r e b y h o l d i n g more s t a t u s i n Kongo t h a n many of t h e h i g h o f f i c e r s i n ~o r t u g a l ' s s e r v i c e might h o l d i n P o r t u g a l . S e v e r a l P o r t u g u e s e a t t a i n e d such a s t a t u s i n Kongo under King Diogo I , and Afonso probably honored h i s c l i e n t s i n t h e same way.
B 0
Alvaro Lopes f o r example became nominal head of t h e P o r t u g u e s e community i n 1512 and found t o h i s c o s t what t h e l o c a l l y -i n s t a l l e d P o r t u g u e s e could do. Diogo Fernandes, a l o c a l r e s i d e n t , o b t a i n e d j u d i c i a l powers from Afonso t o p a r a l l e l t h o s e of Lopes and used them t o h a r a s s t h e commander t o t h e p o i n t where i n a r a g e Lopes k i l l e d Fernandes. Although he r e s p e c t e d Lopes, Afonso e x t r a d i t e d him t o P o r t u g a l t o s t a n d t r i a l .
Local c l e r i c s could a l s o make good a g a i n s t t h e i r supposed s u p e r i o r s from P o r t u g a l i n t h i s way. Manuel Afonso, a p r i e s t who r o s e t o become p e r s o n a l c o n f e s s o r t o King Diogo I , s u c c e s s f u l l y f r u s t r a t e d b o t h t h e t r a v e l l i n g v i c a r s from t h e b i s h o p s of Sa"o Tom6 and t h e J e s u i t s i n t h e i r a t t e m p t s t o g a i n c o n t r o l of t h e c l e r i c a l community of ~o n~o . " Thus t h e normal powers of t h e P o r t u g u e s e o v e r s e a s were d i s r u p t e d . H i g h -s t a t u s P o r t u g u e s e found themselves f r u s t r a t e d i n Kongo a s could n e v e r have happened on S~Oom;. T h i s c i r c u m s t a n c e r e s u l t e d i n a r a t h e r long and v i t u p e r at i v e s e r i e s of d e n u n c i a t i o n s by r o y a l c a p t a i n s and h i g h e r c l e r g y . The J e s u i t s , who worked i n Kongo from 1548 t o 1555, w r o t e a long s t r i n g of l e t t e r s complaining of t h e "immorality" of t h e l o c a l P o r t u g u e s e community, b o t h c l e r i c a l and l a y . So g r e a t was t h e e v i l of t h i s community, t h e y w r o t e , t h a t t h e king of P o r t u g a l should o r d e r them a l l withdrawn. 8 3 A s i m i l a r denunciat i o n was r e p e a t e d by t h e capitzo-rnor of t h e same p e r i o d , Diogo
Rodrigues, who proposed t h e same s~l u t i o n .~' I f one t a k e s t h e s e r e p o r t s s e r i o u s l y , a s many h i s t o r i a n s have done, i t a p p e a r s t h a t t h e P o r t u g u e s e i n Kongo were u n r u l y and u n d i s c i pl i n e d and t h e c l e r g y d i s s o l u t e and immoral. I n f a c t , a l l i t r e a l l y shows was t h a t upper s t a t u s P o r t u g u e s e were u n a b l e t o have t h e i r way i n Kongo a s t h e y had on Sao om;.
The l o c a l community of P o r t u g u e s e d i d o c c a s i o n a l l y w r i t e p e t i t i o n s on t h e i r own b e h a l f t o t h e k i n g , a s a group d i d i n denouncing t h e b e h a v i o r of t h e r o y a l f a c t o r ~e r n a oRodrigues ~u l h a o i n 1 5 4 1 . 8 5 J u s t a s o f t e n , t h o u g h , t h e k i n g of Kongo h i m s e l f , a s t h e i r p r i n c i p a l p a t r o n and p r o t e c t o r of t h e i r i n t e r e s t s d i d t h e denouncing. Afonso 1 ' s r e q u e s t i n 1528 t h a t t h e community of P o r t u g u e s e b e e x t e n s i v e l y r e o r g a n i z e H i s e x p u l s i o n of t h e J e s u i t s two y e a r s l a t e r d i d much t h e same f o r h i s c l e r i c a l c l i e n t s . Again, a n unduly l i t e r a l r e a d i n g of t h e p a r t i c i p a t i o n of t h e Kongo k i n g i n t h e i n t r i g u e s of s t a t u s g r o u p s o f P o r t u g u e s e i n Kongo can g i v e t h e f a l s e i m p r e s s i o n of a r u l e r b e i n g e x p l o i t e d by a group of u n s c r u p u l o u s f o r e i g n e r s .
l i e n t s of c a p t a i n s on S~Õ o m 6o r ~r i n c i p e . L o y a l P o r t u g u e s e c l i e n t s would n o d o u b t be u n a f f e c t e d and would remain i n t h e i r p o s t s . I n t h e end Diogo I , a f t e r a l o n g s t r u g g l e w i t h b o t h t h e capitgo-rnor and t h e J e s u i t s --n o t t o m e n t i o n t h e c o n f l i c t i n g j u r i s d i c t i o n of S~Õ o m 6 and t h e Bishop--obtained f o r h i s c l i e n t s t h e r i g h t t o e l e c t t h e i r own
The f a c t t h a t t h e g r e a t b u l k of a v a i l a b l e documentation f o r t h i s p e r i o d c o n s i s t s of l e t t e r s , r e p o r t s , and c o m p l a i n t s a l s o d i s t o r t s h i s t o r i c a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n . S i n c e Kongolese o n l y c h o s e t o w r i t e t o Lisbon on m a t t e r s t h a t concerned t h e
Nor do we have f o r t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y l o n g r e p o r t s and l e t t e r s of r e s i d e n t m i s s i o n a r i e s , s u c h a s t h o s e of t h e J e s u i t s i n t h e e a r l y s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y o r t h e Capuchins of t h e m i d d l e and l a t e s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y . The f a c t t h a t most of t h e documentation we can s e e f o r t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y d e a l s w i t h t h e a f f a i r s of t h e P o r t u g u e s e i n Kongo o r t h e r e q u e s t s of Kongolese k i n g s made i n P o r t u g a l c a n e a s i l y e x a g g e r a t e t h e s i g n i f i c a n c e of t h e P o r t u g u e s e community i n Kongo. I t i s d o u b t f u l t h a t by mid-century t h e y numbered o v e r f i f t y i n a l l . An i n q u i r y which was cond u c t e d among a l l t h e w h i t e s i n Kongo i n 1548 l i s t e d o n l y a dozen r e s i d e n t s --p r e s u m a b l y o n l y t h e b i g g e s t p a t r o n s . Of c o u r s e , p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y would c e r t a i n l y b e r e p o r t e d , s o t h a t t h e s u r v i v i n g documentation i s bound t o e x a g g e r a t e t h e i r p o l i t i c a l r o l e somewhat. However, we must a l s o r e a l i z e t h a t t h e y g e n e r a l l y f u n c t i o n e d i n Kongo a s c l i e n t s of Kongolese. Normally t h i s Kongolese p a t r o n would b e t h e k i n g h i m s e l f b u t a t t i m e s , e s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g t h e s t r u g g l e s f o r s u c c e s s i o n t o t h e Kongolese t h r o n e t h a t broke o u t a t t h e d e a t h of a r u l e r , more t h a n one Kongolese might have P o r t u g u e s e c l i e n t s . T h e i r r o l e i n performing d i r t y work f o r t h e i r p a t r o n was bound t o i n v o l v e them i n Kongo p o l i t i c s , s t n c e t h e i r p a t r o n s were i n e x t r i c a b l y c a u g h t up i n t h e i n t e n s e p o l i t i c a l a c t i v i t y of t h e s u c c e s s i o n s t r u g g l e . One of t h e most c e l e b r a t e d i n c i d e n t s involved a s h o o t i n g i n c i d e n t a t Kongo's church i n 1540 i n which a group of P o r t u g u e s e a t t e m p t e d t o k i l l Afonso I . 9 2 Af onso was by t h e n an o l d man, p r o b a b l y o v e r 80, and i t was c l e a r h e had o n l y a l i t t l e l o n g e r t o l i v e . Consequently t h e s u c c e s s i o n s t r u g g l e was a l r e a d y b e g i n n i n g , and l a t e r t e s t i m o n y showed t h e s e P o r t u g u e s e were i n f a c t working w i t h a group of Afonso' s r e l a t i v e s .
At t h e end of t h e c e n t u r y Domingos de Abreu e B r i t o e s t i m a t e d t h a t t h e r e were 100 w h i t e s i n Kongo, a l t h o u g h h i s c o n t e x t s u g g e s t s t h a t h e might have wanted t o e x a g g e r a t e . The s m a l l number of Europeans combined w i t h t h e i r v i s i b i -
E q u a l l y r e v e a l i n g i s t h e r o l e of P o r t u g u e s e i n t h e s t r u g g l e f o l l o w i n g Afonso's d e a t h i n 1543. For example, t h e widespread p l o t t o overthrow Diogo I , who won t h e i n i t i a l s t r u g g l e w i t h Afonso's son Pedro I , i s w e l l known t h a n k s t o a d e t a i l e d i n q u i r y made by Diogo when it was d i s c o v e r e d sometime b e f o r e 1550. I n t h i s document P o r t u g u e s e do o n l y lowl e v e l work s u c h a s c a r r y i n g messages, and t h e r e a l l y s i g n i f ic a n t work of r a i s i n g armies was done by K o n g~l e s e .~~ Even i n t h e t a s k most l i k e l y t o have f a l l e n t o a European, t h a t of o b t a i n i n g a P a p a l b u l l r e c o g n i z i n g Pedro a s l e g i t i m a t e k i n g of Kongo was g i v e n t o a Kongolese, Rodrigo d e S a n t o Maria, whose i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n n e c t i o n s were e q u a l t o t h e t a s k . 9 5 Another s t r u g g l e i n which P o r t u g u e s e w e r e involved took p l a c e on t h e d e a t h of Diogo I i n 1561 when P o r t u g u e s e s u p p o r t e d one c a n d i d a t e and h e l p e d t o murder a n o t h e r b u t a g a i n t h e e v i d e n c e s u g g e s t s P o r t u g u e s e working on b e h a l f of Kongolese p a t r o n s , and s u f f e r i n g t h e f a t e of f a i l u r e --a massacre of t h e p l o t t e r s o c c u r r e d s h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d s . 9 6 W e can s e e then t h a t p l a c i n g t h e s u r v i v i n g corpus of documentation on Kongo's r e l a t i o n s w i t h P o r t u g a l i n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y i n t o i t s s o c i a l c o n t e x t r e v e a l s a much d i f f e r e n t s e t of r e l a t i o n s h i p s . Because t h e o n l y u s e f u l s u r v i v i n g documents a r e found i n P o r t u g u e s e a r c h i v e s and q u i t e n a t u r a l l y d e a l w i t h Kongo's r e l a t i o n s w i t h P o r t u g a l ,
Georges B a l a n d i e r , Daily Life i n t h e Eingdom of t h e Kongo, (New York, 1968) ; W.G.L. Randles, L ' m c i e n royawne du Congo dzs o r i g i n e s 2 Za f i n du XIXe sizcZe, ( P a r i s , 1968) .
A u s e f u l comment on t h i s tendency i s found i n V a n s i n a ' s review of B a l a n d i e r ' s Daily L i f e , " A n t h r o p o l o g i s t s and t h e T h i r d Dimension," A f r i c a , 39(1969), 62-68. See a l s o Thornton, "Kingdom of Kongo," Chapter 1. Davidson's concern w i t h Angola i n t h e modern p e r i o d began w i t h t h e p u b l i c a t i o n of h i s An African Awakening, (London, 1955) . Both, we might add, had r e l i e d h e a v i l y on t h e e a r l i e r P o r t u g u e s e h i s t o r i o g r a p h y t o c o n s t r u c t t h e s i x t e e n t hc e n t u r y s i t u a t i o n . For i t s p a r t t h i s P o r t u g u e s e h i s t o r i ography was a h i g h l y p o l e m i c a l a t t e m p t t o prove long and deep P o r t u g u e s e i n f l u e n c e i n c e n t r a l A f r i c a , i n s u p p o r t of c l a i m s t o r u l e t h e a r e a . See t h e l i t e r a t u r e c i t e d and c r i t i q u e d by Vansina, Kingdoms, 41. On p r o p e r r e a d i n g of P o r t u g u e s e s o u r c e s f o r A f r i c a n ethnography and s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e s e e B a l a n d i e r , D a i l y L i f e , 20-24. Cf. W a l t e r Rodney, "European A c t i v i t y and A f r i c a n R e a c t i o n s i n Angola1' i n T.O. Ranger, e d . , A s p e c t s of C e n t r a l A f r i c a H i s t o r y , (London, 1968) , 50-53, which r e p r e s e n t s h i s development f o r Kongo, u s i n g Duffy, Davidson, and Vansina f o r h i s brand of underdevelopment t h e o r y . Afonso's l e t t e r s t o P o r t u g a l , i n f a c t , a s k f o r j u s t t h e s e t h i n g s : s h i p s , f i r e a r m s , masons, and c a r p e n t e r s : l e t t e r s c i t e d i n MMA, 1:233-34, 253, 338, 489, 523. For P o r t u g a l s e e t h e r e c e n t summary of J o s 6 Hermano S a r a i v a , ~i s t 6 r i a Concisa de P o r t u g a l ( 3 r d e d . , Lisbon, 1979) , 102-04, 124-27, 139-46.
For Kongo s e e John Thornton, "The Kingdom of Kongo, c a 1390-1678: H i s t o r y of an A f r i c a n S o c i a l Formation," C a h i e r s d'e'tudes a f r i c a i n e s , forthcoming, and Vansina, Kingdoms, 41-45. L i f e i n r u r a l a r e a s i n Kongo i s d e s c r i b e d i n Thornton, "Kingdom of Kongo," Chapter 3. For P o r t u g a l s e e J o s 6 G e n t i l da , S i l v a , 'lL'Autoconsummat i o n au P o r t u g a l , " Annales : Economies, SociGte's, C i v i Z i s a t i o n s , 24 (1969) , 250-88. Thornton, "Kingdom of Kongo," 94n63, 105, which compares o b s e r v a t i o n s of European o b s e r v e r s w i t h modern d e s c r i p t i o n s of s e v e n t e e n t h -c e n t u r y European a g r i c u l t u r e . On Kongo's demography s e e John Thornton, "Demography and H i s t o r y i n t h e Kingdom of Kongo, 1550-1750,' ' JAH, 18(1977) , 507-30. For a working d e f i n i t i o n of p r i m i t i v e money, widely accepted by s t u d e n t s of monetary h i s t o r y , s e e P a u l E i n z i g , P r i m i t i v e Money, (London, 1949) . S i n c e European money i n t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y c i r c u l a t e d by weight o n l y (no f a c e v a l u e s were a t t a c h e d , n o r was t h e r e a concept of f i d u c i a r y v a l u e ) they must be counted a s p r i m i t i v e , a l o n g w i t h s h e l l s , beads, hoes, s a l t b l o c k s , and t h e l i k e . For example P o r t u g u e s e r e c e i v e d some of t h e c a p t u r e d s l a v e s when h e l p i n g i n w a r s : Afonso t o Manuel I , 1 4 October 1514, MMA, 1:312-13; f o r s a l a r i e s t o t e c h n i c i a n s , same t o same, MMA, 1:306. On t h i s c y c l e s e e W a l t e r Rodney, "Gold and S l a v e s on t h e Gold C o a s t , " Transactions of the Historical Society of Ghana, 1 0 ( 1 9 6 9 ) , 13-28, and Alan F.C. Ryder, Benin and the Europeans, (London, 1 9 6 9 ) , 35-75. Malowist s t a n d s i n o p p o s i t i o n t o t h e s c h o o l which, f o l l o w i n g V i t o r i n o ~a~a l h a e s -~o d i n h o , a r g u e s t h a t b o u r g e o i s i e and n o b i l i t y p l a y e d a l t e r n a t i v e r o l e s of l e a d e r s h i p i n e x p a n s i o n . S e e e s p e c i a l l y ~a g a l h a e s -~o d i n h o , A expans50 quatrocentista portuguesa. Problemas das origenes e da Zinha de evoluqao, ( L i s b o n , 1 9 4 4 ) . C h a r l e s V e r l i n d e n , "Formes f g o d a l e s e t dominales d e l a c o l o n i s a t i o n p o r t u g a i s e d a n s l a zone a t l a n t i q u e , XIVe e t X Vs i s c l e s , e t s p e c i a l e m e n t s o u s H e n r i l e N a v i g a t e u r ,"
Revista Portuguesa da ~i s t S r i a , 9 ( 1 9 6 1 ) .
Malowist, "Les d g b u t s du systgme d e p l a n t a t i o n s d a n s l a T h i s n o t i o n i s found i n g r e a t e r o r l e s s e r d e g r e e i n most h i s t o r i e s of Kongo, even t h o s e of t h e A f r i c a n i s t s . Normally r e s e a r c h h a s f o c u s e d on t h e mechanism whereby t h i s d i s i n t e g r a t i o n t o o k p l a c e from a n e a r l y p e r i o d , one of t h e most r e c e n t and i n f l u e n t i a l b e i n g K j a s a Ekholm, Power a n d P r e s t i g e : The R i s e a n d F a l l of t h e Kongo Zngdorn, (TJppsala, 1 9 7 2 ) .
T h o r n t o n , "Kingdom of Kongo;" idem, " S o c i a l Formation ."
Note t h a t t h e ' s t a n d a r d ' d e s c r i p t i o n s of a t i g h t l yc o n t r o l l e d monarchy come n o t from s i x t e e n t h -, b u t From s e v e n t e e n t h -c e n t u r y s o u r c e s . Birmingham, Trade a n d C o n f l i c t , 32-5 c i t e s t h e r e l e v a n t documents. G i o v a n n i Antonio C a v a z z i d a Montecuccolo, I s t o r i c a D e s c r i z i o n e d e l t r e reg-ni Congo, Matamba e d Angola, (Bologna, 1 6 8 7 ) , L i b r o 11, no. 126. An e x c e l l e n t and b a l a n c e d summary of t h e l i t e r a t u r e and s o u r c e s i s found i n B e a t r i x H e i n t z e , "Unbekanntes Angola: Der S t a a t Ndongo The J e s u i t s and t h e i r problems w i t h t h e c l e r i c a l e s t a b l i s hment i s documented a t l e n g t h i n MMA, 2 , p a s s i m f o r t h e p e r i o d 1546-56.
Also s e e t h e summary i n Vansina, Kingdoms, 60-64. The l i s t of names produced by t h e anonymous a u t h o r ( p r o b a b l y a J e s u i t ) of immoral P o r t u g u e s e i n Kongo i s p r o b a b l y a n e x c e l l e n t s u r v e y of t h o s e P o r t u g u e s e who had r i s e n t o h i g h s t a t u s i n Diogo' s Kongo : t h r e e --C r i s t 6 v a o R i b e i r o , J o r g e Afonso and B e l c h i o r Dias--were m a g i s t r a t e s , MMA, The e x i s t e n c e o f a r c h i v e s c a n b e s u r m i s e d from t h e f a c t t h a t , a l t h o u g h D i o g o ' s i n q u e s t & n t o t h e p l o t a g a i n s t him was made i n 1550, i t was p u l l e d o u t of f i l e s and c o p i e d i n o r d e r t o b e t r a n s m i t t e d t o P o r t u g a l two y e a r s l a t e r , MMA, 2:248. F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e d o c u m e n t a t i o n i s i n c o m p l e t e and i t s r a p i d d i m i n u t i o n a f t e r a b o u t 1560 i s due t o problems i n s u r v i v a l , and n o t a l a c k of i n t e r e s t i n Kongo on t h e p a r t o f t h e P o r t u g u e s e t h r o n e . The w i d e l y -h e l d view t h a t t h e P o r t u g u e s e had d i v e r t e d a t t e n t i o n from Kongo t o I n d i a by t h e end of t h e s i x t e e n t h c e n t u r y can n o t t h e r e f o r e be s u p p o r t e d by a s i m p l e s h o r t a g e of documents.
I n q u i r y i n t o t h e t r a d e of Angola, 12 November 1548, 1'444, 2:198.
